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St Luke’s C of E Primary School — Knowledge Organiser

Year 6 Subject: History Topic: World War 2
Major Events
Event Deseripkion Datels Fact
On 1* September 1939, Germmany nvvaded Poland, Hitier Ciiresd
wtilising the ‘Blizkrieg' strotegy. Brtoin and Franoe . d to ctboch
13
{Poland’s allies) sowve a notice period for the Germans to 13 Podand to give
WWI Begins withdrow their troops from Poland. When they did not, September the Cermion
Br#ain and France dedared war on 3 September. 1939 people
Britain inftially responded with bombing roids ouver ‘Lebemuroum' —
Geermnarny. Mearky six wears of war in Europe was to follow. living spoce
Propls expected cbiss to be bombed, o snemy plares
tried to hit targets, for 2xomple warehowse: and fodtonies "!‘mgam":":":'
Evacuation of This put would have put city children {in schook and September chuidren lef
Children howses close by i groee donger, and o thousonds wene 1939 omwards | throughout the
ewncuated to the countrpsde. Many were extremely \asar.
hormesick, but some enjoped their mesr Foes
The Holocaust was a genccide committed by Germarns Cruring the
ond its allies before and during WAL | imeobed the Hidoomuss,
spstermatic murder of & milion Jews, and millions of oiyoart B
The Holocaust 'undesirable’ otivers (around s-12 million in total). Many 153371243 thirds of the
wiere gossed, shoarved, or died of dissoss in concentration pas in Evrome
camps. Conditions in the comps diabolical. e Bl
Large nurbers of Britih, Frendh, and Belkion trooe:
Evacuatisn af were surrounded by Germman scldiers ot the French 25"' Moy — 4E| :::1" Wi H;:
D hirle cooatal town of Dunkirk, and s=emed set bo perish. ¥ ru‘EEq dand in
urRIr Rermarkabl, 338,728 were soved by a Aeet of 800 small ]UHE- 1940 Feer craun right
boats. The event is also bnown as the 'Mirode of Dunkirk.”
In the Battle of Britain, the Royal Air Force (RAF) - " This was seen
Battle of succenfully defended UH against attacks by Nazi 107 July — 31 e
Britain Germarny's air force: Luftwaffe. & hos been desoribed os Oictobear 1940 P —
the first miilitary compaign fought =ntirely by oir foross. this war.
This was a surprize militany ottock by Japan on the 188 airorot
United 5tobte: nowal bose ot Pearl Horbor. It led 1o the US Wars gagtrogued
Attack on joining the Allies in the war. The otbock commenced ot 7" December ond 2,403
Pearl Harber T aeom Howsaiion Bime, and s oomied out by 353 124 """""'E""_:“""
Impe=rial Jopone=se aircraft wwere Bilisd.
The Mormondy Londings, obo known oz D-Daoy, wers a Esbwasn
D-Da series of lnnding operations by the Allie to daim bodke 14,000 and
. ¥ Ewropes. i wios the lorgest seabomes nwsasion in historg. -ﬁ““I ]une 1944 1%, 000 mien
Landinas The operation began the Boeration of north-westem died in the O
Eurcpe from being under Germon controll Dy banding:
With the Germars focing defeat, Hitker married his long- T"ﬂt:::;"“
Hitler's Suicide time love Eva Broun on 29 April The next day, they | 30™ April 1945 | =7 25 5%
committed suickde, reportedhy by gunshot Pr——
The Alk=s hod srodually forced the wrrender of Axis JE {Wachory i
Cermea Yy troops ocros Eurcpe in April and =arky May, 1945 On 75 ?!h M 1945 Europe) Dy iz
furrendars oy, Gerrnony officially surmendered to the Allies, ay still cedetroted
brimging to an &nd the European fightirg in Workd War . o B Moy
. Japan refused to surrender bo the, terms of the Pobsdann It i thought
Americs dreps Dedaration in July 1925, pledging to fight onbo the bitter | cn_gih o 001t that 135,000
the gbamire ened. The US coridersd an irasion, bat would howe kost ITDwr::du-:;
bamls arcund 500,000 mern. nstead, they dropped atomic 1245 70,000 in
baormb: an Hirethima (5% Aug) and Mogaozaki (55 &ug). Mogosabi.
The surrender of Japon wos annownosd on August 53
1945 Om August 1928, the Oocupation of lapan, ked by Sormes rogues
the Supreme Commander for Alied Powern, begon el fopanese
WU Ermeds Japan formmally sgned for surmmendear on 29 September z SEptEH'IbE'I' pglri:.l?eri:dtu
1545, aboard the US Moy botteship USS Miscuri. Allied 1945 I
civilions and miltory celebroted the end of war. The use it S 1970
of otomic bombs to foros the surrender is till debabed.
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Key Vocabulary
Air-raid An attack by enemy planes dropping bombs.
Anderson shelter | A small shelter made from corrugated steel to protect people in air-raids.
Allies Countries (including Britain, France, the Soviet Union and the USA) who fought the Axis Powers.

Atomic bomb

A powerful weapon that uses nuclear reactions as its source of explosive energy. First used in 1945.

Axis Powers Germany, Japan, Italy and other countries that fought against the Allies.

Blackout A wartime ban on streetlights and other lights at night, to reduce the risk of bombing by enemy planes.

Blitz A prolonged period of German air raids on Britain. From the German ‘blitzkrieg’ which means ‘lightning war’.

Concentration Prisons where Jewish people and other prisoners were held by the Nazis.

camps

Evacuation Moving people from dangerous areas to safer places e.g. from big cities to the countryside to avoid bombing.

Fiihrer German word meaning ‘leader’ or ‘guide’. The title Hitler gave himself in 1934 when he gained absolute authority
in Germany.

Gas masks Face masks to protect people from poisonous gas attacks.

Genocide Deliberate action to destroy a people (usually defined as an ethnic, national, racial, or religious group).

Holocaust The mass murder of around six million Jewish people by the Nazis, as well as other persecuted groups.

Invasion When an army or country uses force to enter and take control of another country or area.

Liberated Freed from enemy control.

Nazi Short for National Socialist Party (in Germany) and the name given to supporters of Hitler.

Persecution

Systematic mistreatment of an individual or group, especially because of race, religion or political beliefs.

Rationing

Controlling the supply of food, clothes, petrol and other products to avoid or reduce shortages.

Spitfire

A British aircraft, particularly used during the Battle of Britain and known for its speed and agility.

Key People

§ir Winstan Churchill - aeva-1985) war o Britsh
poltican who ssroeed as the Prime Minister batussen
1940 and 1545 and osain from 1951 to 1955, He took
ower after o disosbrows start o the war inowhich Mazi
Crermany conguersd much of Europe. He did his best
to ralky the notion in defionce of AdoF Hitler, possessed excellant
military krowlsdoes and forsed orwecal allionces with both the 54
and Rusi. Churdhill & often charochersed for his exroordinary
lrodership throughout Werkd War 1l — he weos boldd, browve, and
tirel=s in hit resobee to toke on the might of Moz Germam.

Adelf Hitler - ¢1es9-1345) wor o German palitician
wiho wos the koder of the Mazi party, Chancellor of
Giermany from 1933-1945, and the Fuhrer of Germmomme
from 1938-1245, In 1923, Hitker hod attempted to s=ize
posrer wina a foikesd coup, ond wos amested. Heowsewer,
e began to gon a kasal follawing throwgh his populist ideos,
poaverful speeches ard chansma. Hitker's Germmory meoded Polond
in S&p 1539 to shart the war, and he initiobed the Holooowst He &
therefore significantly resporsible for millions of deoths. He
committed suicide on 30" Apr 1945, when the war waos dearky ot

Franklin Ressevalt = gasz-19a5) wo the 320
President of the United Stotes, from 933-1335. Mot
anky did Roossvelt guide the USA throush recst of
World Whar N, but also the Greot Depresson — When he
took office, nearky a third of America's workforce wers
wunemphosed. Whilst the USA remomed officially neutral ot the
oubet of war, Roosewel offered diplomotic ond fianciol support to
the Alh=s. After bhe Japan=i= atocked Pearl Harbor an 79
Deacamber 1941, he deckred war on the A powsrs, The US greaths
helpesd the Allis: to win the war - He disd months before it snded.

Benite Mussalinl = desa-1845) the leoder of
Hakss Maoticrnal Foscst Party. He wos Prime Mingster
from 19221945 —from 1525 arreand: this wos not
demooraticalky as he established o dictotorship. Haly
erntered the war on the side of Germany in 1540, bat
suffered some disostrous kosses. In 1943, Mussolini weos disrmssed o3
leoder and amested, but waos rescuesd by Hitker™s porotroopers. He
woms loter put 0 charge of o puppet resme colled the Ralion Social
Republic, by Hitler. He was kober cought by Balion Commumit

Joseph Stalin — Gava-1953) wos the Communist
leoder] dictotor of the USSR durirg WAL After the
death of the Communit Leoder Lanin, Stalin won a
wiciows aropple for powsr before spantually
astoblishing hirmeelf oz a totalfonaon dickoter. His cum

Anne Franl — fs29-1545) wos o Germaon-bom
diarist. A3 o vowng Jewssh girl, her foamidly were forced
imto hiding, fle=irg Gearmaary for a secret ottic in
Armsberdam in the Metherlonds. 5he wrote o diary of
her e there. After vears in hiding, her farmiky waos
betroved aond amested, and token to concentrobon compe. Anne
died of Tephus in Bersen-Belsen concermtrotion camp. The onbs
survivor from her family was Otte, her fother, who published her
diaries after her deoth. £ has now become one of the most famous
arnd well-reod texts in conbsrmporony histon.

partsans and sxscuted by fring squod in 159495,
i =

[ =]
police: become Enown as 'Stolinism.” He hod sioned a nore
orggres@on poct with Germany it Swegust 1933, but in Junes 1531,
Hitler brofkes it and the Germans invoded. Alhowugh ndially

uffering heowy loases, the USFRYS ey victories i pushirg the
Germans baock signalled a shift in the war in fovour of the Allies.
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